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Drugs giant GlaxoSmithKline will this week file for approval in the EU for a radical new breast cancer drug which can be taken in tablet form. The new drug, Tykerb, offers a significant advance in treatment because women can swallow one pill a day at home, unlike existing products which are administered intravenously. 
GSK hopes Tykerb will come to the market some time next year. The company has already filed for approval in the US for the drug, which is vitally important also commercially to GSK as it is has been reckoned it could net the company at least £1bn a year in sales by 2012. 
Jean-Pierre Garnier, GSK's chief executive, seems to have targeted oncology as a major growth area for Britain's biggest drugs company. 'Cost has been a stumbling block for new cancer treatments in the past, sparking protests from women who believe they have been denied treatment because of its high cost’ said Garnier. ‘We now want to establish a pricing strategy worldwide that will not be an obstacle to patients but will also give a return to shareholders.'.
(Ruth Sunderland - The Observer)
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India Deals Blows to Drug Makers
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In another setback for multinational pharmaceutical companies in India, Roche Holding
'AG [ROG VX +0.76% said a regional patent office has revoked two patents on the
company's cancer drug Herceptin.

Roche said the assistant controller of patents at the Kolkata Patent Office has revoked
two “divisional patents" on the drug.

In an emailed statement, Roche said it will now "consider the further course of action.”

Indian patent officials weren't available to comment Sunday. A Roche spokesman
couldn't immediately explain the significance of a divisional patent, or whether the ruling
applied nationally o just to the Kolkata area.

India is stilla small market for Roche: the company's pharmaceutical sales in India in
2012 were 64 million Swiss francs (69 million), representing about 0.2% of Roche's
global pharmaceutical sales.

Still, the move is likely to add to the disappointment faced by global drug makers in India.

On July 27, India's Intellectual Property Appellate Board revoked GlaxoSmithiline
PLC's patent on cancer drug Tykerb, saying it didn't find the drug
provided sufficient “enhanced therapeutic efficacy” over the underlying patented drug
lapatinib to justify further intellectual-property protections. Tykerb, a derivative salt of
Glaxo's lapatinib, is used to treat women with advanced breast cancer.




